Malignant histiocytosis--a clinicopathologic study of 5 cases.
The clinico-pathological features of 5 patients with malignant histiocytosis aged 18 years to 73 years seen over a three year period from 1980 to 1983 at the Department of Haematology Singapore General Hospital were studied. Haematological, cytological and histopathological findings of the disease are described. Diagnosis of malignant histiocytosis was established from biopsies of bone marrow, liver, spleen or lymph nodes. Three out of the 5 patients died rapidly after diagnosis despite cytotoxic chemotherapy. One patient was lost to follow up while another is alive surviving so far for 3 months since diagnosis. The differential diagnosis of malignant histiocytosis is also discussed.